
Penciling profitability at harvest
Ken Hall of Worth County has been growing PhytoGen® 
cotton since it was introduced in the Sylvester, Georgia, 
area. His enthusiasm for the PhytoGen brand — and for 
growing cotton — is a delight to witness. 

Hall thoroughly enjoys trying new varieties, finding the 
right fit for his acres and evaluating the profitability. 
He also values what he refers to as his “support team,” 
Cotton Development Specialist Steve Brown, Ph.D., and 
PhytoGen Sales Representative Bo Mathis.

At the beginning of harvest in early October, Hall reported 
that the unpicked PhytoGen brand PHY 444 WRF looked 
“exceptional.” The first picking of PhytoGen brand 
PHY 333 WRF was surpassing his yield and premium 
expectations after a summer of extreme weather.  

“Everything we’ve picked so far has been yielding 
nearly 2.5 bales on irrigated,” Hall says. “The 

preliminary bale summary had a 2-cent premium; 
color was 31, leaf 3 and staple was 36 — but that’s 
with little-to-no rain.” His final gin reports of 
PHY 444 WRF showed excellent quality with 
premiums up to 5 cents. 

Hall’s success also can be attributed to his relentless 
enthusiasm for managing his cotton crop. He’s been 
experimenting with skip-row patterns for a few years 
and has found success with six 36-inch rows with a 
54-inch skip. In 2015 and 2016, he averaged a 100 lb./A 
advantage in the skip-row cotton versus traditional rows. 
According to his meticulous records, the skip-row acres 
also contributed an additional $25/acre profit.

In addition to continual yield and quality performance, 
Hall is most impressed with the vigor of PhytoGen 
cottonseed. “I believe (PHY) 333 (WRF) would come up 
in the highway,” he jokes.
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PhytoGen Horizon Network grower Ken Hall enjoyed learning about PhytoGen® brand PHY 490 W3FE with his commercial test plot this year. He’s 
looking forward to 2017 varieties with WideStrike® 3 Insect Protection and the Enlist™ cotton trait, as well as native resistance to bacterial blight.

For more information about PhytoGen® cottonseed or any other Dow AgroSciences products, call 800-258-3033.  
Or email us at info@dow.com or visit our website at PhytoGen.com.

This edition of FieldNotes has been sent to you on behalf of your PhytoGen sales representative.

We want to hear from you
Our experienced staff is always 
available to visit your farm to 
discuss varieties and assist with 
seed selection.

Helping you thrive in cotton 
PhytoGen® brand varieties continue to produce 
maximum yield and industry-leading fiber quality, 
so growers like you can thrive in cotton, season 
after season. 

By this time of year, you’ve likely seen the 
performance difference of PhytoGen® cottonseed 
in your own fields. Or possibly you’ve seen 
performance data from third-party sources such 
as SeedMatrix and university Official Variety Trials 
(OVTs) in your geography. In addition to high yields, 
PhytoGen brand varieties also continue to deliver 
high quality as indicated by industry-leading U.S. 
Department of Agriculture loan values. 

PhytoGen IS cotton — it’s all we do. We share your passion for producing a 
successful cotton crop, year after year, and take pride in helping growers 
like you thrive. Contact your local PhytoGen team to discuss harvest data or 
how we can help you meet your production goals for next year.

CUSTOMER INFORMATION CENTER 
9330 Zionsville Road 
Indianapolis, IN  46268

Hank King
U.S. Leader – 
PhytoGen® cottonseed
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As harvest results come in across the country, growers are 
urged to evaluate gin reports for profitability of their 2016 
varieties and assess varieties for 2017. 

Cotton growers can earn sizable quality premiums due 
to the Acala-like fiber quality of the company’s leading 
Upland variety, PhytoGen® brand PHY 444 WRF. 
PHY 312 WRF and PHY 333 WRF also bring consistent 
fiber premiums. Fiber-quality premiums translate to 
higher profitability for growers already operating on 
tight margins.

The combination of high fiber quality and high yield 
potential is further verified by numerous University 
Extension Official Variety Trials (OVTs). PHY 444 WRF had 
the highest staple length in more than 20 head-to-head 
OVTs in 2015, with a 40 staple and better. It also ranked 
No. 1 or No. 2 for yield in those same trials.

A mid- to full-maturity variety, PHY 444 WRF fits well 
in the Cotton Belt’s southern regions, including the 
South Delta, South Texas, Alabama, Georgia and South 
Carolina. It is a top yielder in both dryland and irrigated 
production. Both PHY 333 WRF and PHY 312 WRF offer 
high-quality fiber in earlier-maturing varieties, while 
PHY 333 WRF broadly fits many geographic locations 
from Texas to Virginia. 

According to [CDS_NAME], PhytoGen cotton 
development specialist, PHY 333 WRF also exhibits 

unprecedented seedling vigor and is at the top of the list 
among anything available in the marketplace.

In addition to improved fiber quality, PhytoGen offers 
tools to help growers work smarter, especially in 
controlling tough weeds. PhytoGen brand varieties with 
both WideStrike® 3 Insect Protection and the Enlist™ cotton 
trait in a range of maturities will be available to plant in 
the 2017 season. 

  
   “PHY 444 WRF is certainly 

leading the charge of 
delivering Acala-like 
quality to the Upland 
market with unmatched 
staple length, micronaire 
and strength. By earning 
premiums of 3 to 6 cents 
per pound, producers 
across the Cotton Belt could see a significant 
difference to their bottom line. Call your CDS, 
whether that’s me or Russell Nuti, to discuss how 
PhytoGen can help you increase your bottom line.”  

 — Steve Brown, Ph.D. 
    PhytoGen cotton development specialist

William Dunlow wins Best Yielder Club sweepstakesCotton growers outperform their best with PhytoGen

In 23 head-to-head university trials with these varieties, PhytoGen® brand varieties PHY 333 WRF and PHY 444 WRF delivered an outstanding 
package of both quality and yield. A larger scope of Extension data shows PhytoGen leading fiber quality against various competitors in more than 
350 trials across the Cotton Belt.

William Dunlow has a better view of his operation 
thanks to the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) he received 
as the grand-prize winner in the 2016 PhytoGen Best 
Yielder Club sweepstakes.

In addition to the UAV, the grand prize included UAV 
operation training and a professional photo shoot at 
Dunlow’s farm in Gaston, North Carolina. The photos will 
be used to create a personal coffee-table book featuring 
his operation. 

Dunlow, who farms with his father, David, said they’ve 
planted PhytoGen® cottonseed for the past eight years 
with great success. Dunlow said PhytoGen brand varieties 
were his top yielders in 2015 when he planted PhytoGen 
brands PHY 499 WRF and PHY 333 WRF. In 2016, he 
added two more PhytoGen brand varieties to the mix: 
PHY 444 WRF and PHY 490 W3FE.

“PhytoGen cottonseed was the highest yielder on the farm 
last year. It’s always at the top, if not the best on the farm,” 
Dunlow says. “I love the vigor of PhytoGen cottonseed 
coming out of the ground. It handles environmental stress 
well, and it is very uniform across the different soil types 
on our farm. We plant it because it is consistent cotton, 
year after year.”

Dunlow, who also is a member of the PhytoGen Horizon 
Network, planted PHY 490 W3FE with the EnlistTM trait 
in 2016. He is excited about these new PhytoGen® brand 
varieties coming in 2017. Enlist Duo® herbicide is not 
yet registered for use on cotton, but once it is approved, 
Dunlow says the Enlist weed control system will be a big 
deal for cotton growers. 

“I think the Enlist cotton trait will give us an essential 
tool,” Dunlow said. “I feel that’s the way this cotton 
market is heading, being able to spray multiple herbicides 
on the crop, and it is going to help with the fight against 
this pigweed.”

Dunlow said the Enlist weed control system would be 
especially beneficial for his operation because he plants 
cotton and peanuts, sometimes in fields right next to 
one another. 

“At the other end of these rows is a peanut field,” Dunlow 
says. “With PhytoGen (brand) varieties that have the 
Enlist cotton trait, I will feel a lot better about spraying 
2,4-DB on my peanuts. That will come into play when I 
am thinking about which varieties to plant where.”

So how does Dunlow feel about growing cotton in 2017?

“I am super optimistic about 2017. I have confidence 
that it’s going to be the best year we’ve ever had, and 
if you don’t think that way, then you don’t need to be 
farming,” Dunlow says. “I always say, hope for the best 
and prepare for the worst.”

• Free PhytoGen gear

• Annual membership kit

• Exclusive news and updates

• Opportunities to earn more rewards 
   throughout the year

To sign up for the club, go to www.MyBestYielder.com 
and click on the Best Yielder Club logo. 

*Your photo may be used on future Best Yielder Club promotional 
pieces. Open to legal residents of the states of Alabama, Arkansas, 
Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia who are 18 years 
of age or older at time of entry, own and/or operate a cotton 
farm in the aforementioned states and purchased 10+ bags of 
PhytoGen® cottonseed for the 2016 growing season.

Share your story with the 
PhytoGen Best Yielder Club* today!

 
 
 
  

“I love the vigor of PhytoGen 
cottonseed coming out 
of the ground. It handles 
environmental stress well, and 
it is very uniform across the 
different soil types on our farm.”  

 — William Dunlow 
    Best Yielder Club sweepstakes winner 


